
                          
  

 

 
PURPOSE 

 
This policy identifies practices that may be preventing English learners’ (EL 

students’) success and provides guidance on how the DC Public Charter School 
Board (DC PCSB) will monitor schools’ compliance with local and federal laws 

related to EL students. This document also identifies flags that may trigger 
additional monitoring to ensure that schools are complying with all applicable laws. 

 

The School Reform Act (SRA), D.C. Code §§ 38-1802 et seq., requires public 

charter schools to comply with all applicable laws and tasks DC PCSB with ensuring 
this compliance.1 The SRA explicitly states that public charter schools must comply 

with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (Title VI).2 In addition, DC PCSB has 
determined that other laws related to the education of students who are Limited 

English Proficient, Non-English Proficient, or EL students as defined in federal law3 
or the laws of the District of Columbia,4 are applicable law, including but not limited 

to the Equal Educational Opportunities Act of 1974 (EEOA). As such, DC public 
charter schools must comply with these laws and their interpretations as provided 

by relevant agencies, including guidance or regulations issued by the U.S. 
Department of Education, the Department’s Office for Civil Rights (OCR), and the 

District of Columbia Office of the State Superintendent of Education (OSSE).5 
Generally, public charter schools have a duty to take appropriate action to 
overcome language barriers that impede equal participation by students in their 

instructional programs.6  

                                                 
1 See D.C. Code §§ 38-1802.12(c)(1), 38-1802.13(a)(1), 38-1802.11(a)(1)(B). 
2 D.C. Code § 38-1802.04(c)(5). 
3 See 20 U.S.C. § 7801(25). 
4 See D.C. Code § 38-2901(7). 
5 Certain laws and regulations may be applicable only to schools that receive particular grants or 

federal funding.  
6 See Lau v. Nichols, 414 U.S. 563, 566-67 (1974) (stating that where inability to speak and 

understand English excludes national origin-minority group children from effective participation in the 

educational program offered by a school district, Title VI requires that the school district take 

affirmative steps to rectify the language deficiency); see also 20 U.S.C. §1703(f) (“No State shall deny 
any equal educational opportunity to an individual on account of his or her race, color, sex, or national 

origin, by . . . the failure by an educational agency to take appropriate action to overcome language 

barriers that impede equal participation by students in its instructional programs.”) 

POLICY TITLE: English Learner 
Monitoring Policy (replaces the 

English Language Learners Policy)  

  

ADOPTION/EFFECTIVE DATE:   
October 26, 2015 

MOST RECENTLY UPDATED:   
June 19, 2017 

   












